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HTA Opposes 2012 bond STREETCAR proposals

SAN ANTONIO, TX DECEMBER 4, 2011:  The leading voice of local taxpayers today announced opposition to the city’s unprecedented $596 million 2012 bond issue up for vote next May, particularly proposals to fund downtown rail transit.

      Bob Martin, President of the Homeowner Taxpayer Association of Bexar County, said:  “San Antonio voters soundly rejected rail by a landslide 70-30% in 2000, yet county and city officials have railroaded through a streetcar plan advertized at $239 million.  Now, as a further insult, the city may propose adding another $55 million in 2012 bond funding for this “trolley folly”.

      The largest portion of 2012 bond expenditures outlined by San Antonio city staff consists of $340 million for streets, bridges and sidewalks, including $40 million for the largest single project described as “Downtown Street Reconstruction”, the scope of which city staff list as: “Downtown transportation infrastructure to enhance multi-modal options and support economic development.” “Multi-modal” is code for streetcars, while “economic development” no doubt refers to the few developers along the streetcar corridor that may see some taxpayer funded benefit. 

       Also on the streets project list is $15 million for “HemisFair Park Area Redevelopment”, the scope of which staff described as:  “Reconstruct and reconfigure key roadways within Hemisfair Park area.”  But HemisFair plans show it bisected by the streetcar line.

      “San Antonio and Bexar County have real and critical road funding problems that must be addressed,”  Martin said, “but none are solved by streetcars that may benefit a few while most of the taxpayers bear the cost of squandering public funds of over $1/4 billion.”

       The subcommittee considering streets projects will hold its final meeting on December 5, at 1901 S. Alamo, at 6 PM.

Mr. Martin will be attending this meeting.

